
 

 

 

March 23, 2018 

 

Aloha FMA Practitioners, Friends and Family: 

 

We are pleased to inform you that the 15th World Eskrima Kali Arnis Federation (WEKAF) 

Championships and Congress will be in July 18 - 23, 2018 in Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii. This event is 

organized and presented by Dance International Foundation, Inc., WEKAF Hawaii, WEKAF USA,  

together with the support of the State of Hawaii and City and County of Honolulu and the County of 

Maui.  This year we expect the largest FMA Championships ever as WEKAF will be celebrating its 30th 

Founding Anniversary.  In conjunction, the Hawaii hosts will be showcasing the diverse culture and 

arts of Hawaii’s people. 

WEKAF is the only recognized international governing body in the study, promotion, preservation and 

development of FMA.  Founded in 1989 in Cebu, Philippines by SGM Dionisio Canete, the federation 

started with only 10 countries.  Since then it has grown in membership and popularity all over the 

world. At present, the organization has 43 member countries, making WEKAF the largest world 

organization for FMA. In its 30 years, the Federation has organized the biggest sporting event of its 

kind.  At the 14th WEKAF World Championships last July of 2016 in Cebu City, 30 Countries were 

represented with around 600 competitors. 

This year’s Championships will be a 5-day event which will include the 15th WEKAF World Congress, a 

parade of Nations, an Aloha Welcome Reception and the  Awarding/ Closing Rites.  There will be a 

Grandmasters’ Seminar which will feature the Ancient Warrior Art of Lua, the Hawaii-originated art of 

Kajukenbo, as well as other FMA systems and styles from of Hawaii and the Philippines.  There will 

also be cultural displays, international dance performances, hula and Tahitian dance classes and lots 

of local entertainment. Our Guests will get a glimpse of the contributions the various ethnic groups 

have made to Hawaii’s unique melting pot of culture and arts, including martial arts. 

The Championships will also have a historical significance as it will serve as a tribute to Filipino 

Martial Arts’ deep roots in Hawaii.  We will honor the legacy of the Filipino plantation workers, the 

Sakadas, who originally brought the beautiful art to the Islands. We will also have a special Order of 

Datu Lapu-Lapu awarding to some of Hawaii’s living legends in FMA. 

We therefore formally invite you to the biggest Filipino Martial Arts and Culture Event ever held in 

Hawaii. Join us as a competitor, spectator or volunteer.  Be part of the celebration of the 30th year 

anniversary as we honor the founding Grandmasters of WEKAF and Hawaii’s legends in FMA. Reunite 

with long time friends and make new ones from all over the world.  Experience the fun-filled, action-

packed 5-day event with world class international entertainment.  Come and enjoy the festivities. 

Mahalo for your support.  If you have any questions, please email us at wekafhawaii@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
David Cordero 
Chairman, Organizing Council 
WEKAF Hawaii 
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